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EASTERN STATES ROCK ART CONFERENCE - Still time to register!
Although the cabins are almost all taken, don't let that deter you from attending what
promises to be another great ESRARA meeting (you can stay in nearby Carbondale)! We
already have a full slate of papers set for Saturday, the reception Friday evening at Southern
Illinois University, the Banquet at the Winery is arranged, and don’t forget the field trips to
southern Illinois rock art sites. You don’t want to miss this meeting! For detailed information,

and registration forms, check out the ESRARA Web Site at:
http://www.public.asu.edu/~rexweeks/Eastem_States_Rock_Art_Re.htm
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Ny~ The line drawing, based on a photograph
: : contributed by Dr. Fred Coy, depicts two
footprints on metamorphosed sedimentary
bedrock layered with fine lamellate (slate?
fine grain sandstone?) by a roadside near the
town of Woodbury, Vermont. The
petroglyph outlines appear to have been cut
first with a sharp implement before layer(s)
of lamella were removed, leaving a uneven
inner surface. There are no indications of
pecking with a hammerstone. In a
presentation to the 1996 ESRARA meeting
in Machias (among several awaiting funds
for publication), Dr. Coy pointed out that
similar petroglyphs of human footprints
appear in the midwest as far west as St.
Louis. I have not located an example in
Maine. However, oral traditions credit
Maine shamans with the power to sink their
feet beneath a ground or rock surface at will
(Ekstorm 1945). Vermont was historically in
the territory of western Abnaki whose
; language is considered the most recent

Footprints in Stone from Vermont: A Comment. member of the Eastern Algonkian language

group, separating from Central Algonkian

about a thousand years ago. The human

footprint petroglyph in Vermont may
1 represent a late prehistoric movement of

shamanistic ideas out of the midwest. MH




