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INDIA SITE OF 2004 IFRAO CONGRESS
The Rock Art Society of India (RASI) in collaboration with
The Archaeological Survey of India (AS!) will hold the
2004 Congress of the International Federation of Rock Art
Organizations in Agra, India. This will be the 10" IFRAO
Congress and will take place from November 28 to
December 2, 2004.

The Academic Committee includes two of our
ESRARA members: Jane Kolber and Jack Steinbring.
The Congress Chairman is Dr. Giriraj Kumar.

About 300 papers are expected to be presented
along with over 20 Symposia and workshops. All aspects
of global rock art studies will be addressed, with emphasis
on current concerns and developments, the future
direction of the discipline and its global priorities. From
500-700 scholars are expected to attend.

Besides these, the Congress comprises a number
of special events including a substantial program of field
trips and excursions after the Congress.

.ne Congress Web-site is located at
http://mc2.vicnet.net. au/home/ifrao/web/agra.html.

Special Post-congress RASI field trips to rock art and
natural sites include:
1. Bhimbetka and adjoining regions, led by S. B. Ota and
Narayan Vyas;
2. Chambal valley in Madhya Pradesh, led by Giriraj
Kumar and R. K. Ganjoo;
3. Uttar Pradesh, led by Rakesh Tewari;
4. Chhattisgarh and Orissa, led by Sadashib Pradhan and
Pradeep Padhi.
For details please refer to the field trips (below) and also
to the web-sites www.travelogindia.com and
http://mc2.vicnet.net. au/home/ifrao/web/agra.html.
Bhimbetka Complex, consists of the rockshelters
in Madhya Pradesh, with its magnificent and towering
natural rock architecture and rich rock art galleries set in
the lush green Vindhya Hills.
Agra, the ancient capital of the Mughal emperors, is
a must-see destination for the tourist visiting India. It is
famous for its legendary monument Taj Mahal, the symbol
of love and one of the world's most renowned architectural
marvels. It has become the synonym of India. Besides,
ra Fort and the red sandstone monuments at Fatehpur
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PRESIDENT S MESSAGE

Greetings from a rather cool southern Illinois
where it is in the low 70s (!) instead of our usual 100+
temperature for this time of year. Based on e-mail
correspondence that I have been receiving the last week or
so, it appears that we are going to have an ESRARA rock
art symposium at the joint SEAC-Midwestern
Archaeological Conference being held in St. Louis this
fall (Oct. 20-23). Even if you are not involved in the
symposium, I would hope that you will be able to attend
the meetings (I will be there). Hopefully we can arrange
to get together for an informal business meeting or to
socialize in the evening after the meetings.

An ESRARA-sponsored rock art symposium at
the meetings, even a small one, is good, in view of the
fact that Carol Diaz-Granados’s and Jim Duncan’s edited
volume The Rock-Art of Eastern North America may be
available at these meetings. If not, the discounted order
form will be available! Published by Alabama Press, this
book represents a major step forward in eastern North
American rock art studies. This outstanding volume,
especially given its publication by a major university
press, should go a long way in once and for all
establishing that the study of eastern North American rock
art is a legitimate field of archaeological study, and one
that has great potential to provide information on the
history of art, ritual, and religion in the eastern
Woodlands. I think all of us, if we have not done so
already, need to congratulate Carol and Jim on the
publication of this volume and thank them for all the work
that they put into it.

Finally, I also want to point out, as was described
in the last ESRARA newsletter, that Jack Steinbring is
doing an outstanding job of organizing our 2005 meetings
that are going to be held in Ripon, Wisconsin. Although
the exact sites to be visited and tour dates are still in
progress, it is clear that we will see some very interesting

sites as part of this conference. An important part of
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