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2007 Eastern States Rock Art Conference
and Call for Papers.

The 2007 ESRAC will be held on Friday and Saturday
March 23 to 24, at the University of Arkansas
Winthrop Rockefeller Center on Petit Jean Mountain.
The web address for the Winthrop Rockefeller Center
is www.wrcenter.net. The Center has conference
facilities and lodging, and provides meals, which I
have heard are delicious. So while somewhat remote,
the Center offers everything we need for the 2007
ESRARA Conference.

March is Arkansas Archeology Month and the 2007
theme is “Rock Art.” The Arkansas Archaeological
ey will be designing the posters highlighting
kansas Rock Art. The Conference will be a big
event on the Archaeology Month schedule, so we
'hope to have lots of local attendees.

Friday will be a field trip day. Plans this year are a
little different than the past few years, as all the rock
art sites we will visit will be within a few miles of the
conference site. Therefore no bus rental will be
necessary; participants can drive their own cars or
carpool with others. The Arkansas Archeological
Survey may provide a van or two for people who are
unable to drive on their own. A bit of trail walking
will be required, but the trails are beautiful and the
rock art is worth it! Lunch will be arranged as part of
registration.

There is a possibility of a reception at the Arkansas
Technical University museum in Russellville on
Friday night. They are planning to have a rock art
exhibit at the museum. This is still in the works, so
we’re not sure if it will happen or not. Dinner will be
n your own’ on Friday.

ontinued on page 3)

Summer 2006

Current Research at the Hensler Petroglyph Site
: by Jack Steinbring
University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh
and
Ripon College

The Hensler Petroglyph Site is one of only two "hard
rock” sites in the State of Wisconsin. It consists of a
decorated seam of Andalusite schist between two
quartzite domes (Fig. 1). The seam rises steeply from
north to south, and contains a highly variable array of
some 30 petroglyphs, all pecked into the relatively
hard schist. Morphologically the "earliest" forms
begin at the bottom, and continue up the seam where
the "latest" forms occur. The upper zone lies within a
fairly flat, but dissected rock surface with unusual
channels and declivities. A soil mantle has developed
on top of it over a long period of time. Since the
initial recording of the site (Steinbring and Farvour
1987), extensive vegetation, to include substantial
trees, had grown up on the crown of the site. This in
turn had led to extreme shade over the engraved
panels, as well as on the crown, leading to extensive
lichen growth.

In an effort to clean the surface, including that
covered by low foliose lichen colonies, a pressure
washer was brought onto the site. Several measured
patches of surface were tested for effect (above the
decorated panels) at 1350 fps. Only loose material,
including top layers of relatively soft lichen, were
easily removed. Application of this technique cleared
all loose material from the decorated panels without
damage to the markings. In the process, at least two
petroglyphs never previously seen became visible
(Fig. 2). These were exposed in the lower position of
the seam, hypothesized on the basis of taxonomy to
be the "earliest" in time. The iconography of the two
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