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Report and Photos from the --
2024 BIENNIAL CONFERENCE IN WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA (August 1, 2, 3)

by Carol Diaz-Granados, Nancy Bryant, and Denise Smith

August 1st, 2nd and 3rd, the Eastern States Rock Art Research Association, both members and 
guests, met in western Pennsylvania for the 2024 biennial conference. This meeting felt extra 
special because ESRARA has never met in PA before. Kenneth Burkett, our on-site host, chose 
the small but charming town of Foxburg due to its close proximity to rock art sites. 

ESRARA members started arriving Thursday afternoon, Aug. 1st, and were greeted by the 
cheery and helpful staff of our conference hotel, the Foxburg Inn. The lobby buzzed with 
remarks from early arrivals and "charming" was heard repeated many times. The Foxburg Inn’s 
rooms offered guests picturesque views of the Allegheny River. There were also the forested 
hills beyond, reflecting dazzling shades of green, and houses tucked in here and there
(our banquet venue can be seen to the left in the photo). 
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Looking down onto the deck below, our amazing meeting hosts, Ken Burkett and his wife, 
Cheryl, could be seen unloading containers of food and drink for the reception later that 
evening. Ken is a Field Associate with the Carnegie Museum and retired Executive Director of 
the Jefferson County History Center.  Cheryl is a practicing nurse and an accomplished master 
gardener.  They are an awesome pair and did a fantastic job of hosting the conference.  
Everything was first class!  Many thanks go to Ken and Cheryl!!

Day 1 -- Thursday evening was the Opening Reception on the lovely deck of the Foxburg Inn 
overlooking the Allegheny River as the sun slowly set.  The foods and drinks were grand, and 
everyone seemed to enjoy the tasty offerings, the ambiance, and the camaraderie.

How welcomed everyone felt as they mingled, chatted, ate delicious food and helped 
themselves to the open beverage and drinks bar.  As the sun set, the party continued . . . 
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Day 2 – Friday was our tour day and we got to see three different western Pennsylvania rock 
art sites in Venango and Clarion counties.  Attendees gathered after a short morning rain and 
loaded into multiple vehicles to caravan to the day's field trip locations. Two petroglyph sites 
were visited in the morning.  The first was Rainbow Rock – a large, free-standing overhang with 
petroglyphs – and loads of graffiti on the back wall.  Rainbow Rock was impressive!  There were 
serpents carved onto the back wall and a large variety of contemporary graffiti in various colors 
(possibly the reason for “rainbow?”).  Many ESRARA members were in attendance to see this 
site -- along with Senator Hutchinson.

Our next stop was Traister Boulder in an open field. The boulder displayed hands & bird tracks.
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We stopped at noon to eat a delicious picnic lunch under a reserved park pavilion. 

 Refreshed, the caravan of cars continued on to our third site, Parkers Landing on the Allegheny 
River, to view the many flat boulders covered with petroglyphs along the river's edge. 

PARKERS LANDING PETROGLYPHS (by Ken Burkett)

In Pennsylvania, only a very few special places still exist where evidence of prehistoric activities 
can be found as part of the undisturbed natural landscape. The Parkers Landing Petroglyphs 
along the Allegheny River in Clarion County is one of the rarest, and perhaps the most 
significant of these sites. For many generations native peoples visited this riverbank to inscribe 
into the low-lying boulders, images of humans, fish, birds, animals and their tracks, and 
mythological figures as well as abstract forms. Parkers Landing was the first archaeological site 
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(36CL1) to be recorded in Clarion County and was surveyed in 1962 by Dr. James Swauger* 
with the Carnegie Museum and later published in his book, Rock Art of the Upper Ohio Valley. 
In 1996 local archaeologists Ken Burkett and Ed Kaufman resurveyed the site for Carnegie, and 
added a significant amount of new information which was published in 2005 in the 
Pennsylvania Archaeological Journal. 

*Dr. James Swauger, along with Dr. Fred Coy, and Dr. Charlie Faulkner, were the original 
founders of the Eastern States Rock Art Research Association in 1992.

 

 

There were several low-lying boulders along the banks of the river and as we walked along, the 
petroglyphs became more plentiful and impressive.  Then we got to the main grouping.  That 
group was absolutely loaded with carvings including the antlered puma which was our 
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conference logo.  Our hosts included a patch of the Parkers Landing puma with our nametags, 
courtesy of Walter and Britt of Falls Creek Outfitters!  (They also gave ESRARA a package of 
patches of Missouri’s “Big Bird” petroglyph that will go out to attendees with dues notices 
early next year!)

It was a very hot and humid day but experiencing the petroglyphs were well worth it! 

That evening, after dinner, attendees gathered on the hotel’s deck to relax from a day of hiking 
to petroglyph sites, and visited in the balmy evening breezes.

 

Day 3 – Saturday was a full day from morning to evening!  It began with our ESRARA meeting, 
at which our president, Dr. Denise Smith, welcomed everyone and gave announcements.  She 
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also welcomed new board members Kenneth Burkett (PA), Paul Nevin (PA) and Members-at-
Large Herman Bender (WI) and Peter Anick (MA).

 

Dr. Smith presented our PA host, Ken Burkett, with an award plaque for the awesome task of 
organizing the conference on site and arranging all the details! Ken’s wife, Cheryl, was 
presented with a live succulent garden centerpiece and a card for all her hard work, too.
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Next, our host, Ken, welcomed everyone and introduced Pennsylvania Senator, Scott 
Hutchinson, who welcomed the attendees to his state and gave a short talk.  He even joined us
on the rock art trip to the first site! 

To close the business meeting, Dr. Smith announced the great news that we already have a 
venue offer for our next conference in 2026!  We will be convening in Ohio to see the Leo 
petroglyphs and visit some of the world class mound sites there! 
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Research Papers presented

The rest of the morning and afternoon was filled with paper presentations. Just a sampling 
here (but check the last few pages of this newsletter for the titles and abstracts).

For the first time, one of the papers was given on Zoom from Wisconsin!  Herman Bender 
registered for the conference but then found he was unable to attend.  Our host, Ken, made 
arrangements that enabled Herman to give his presentation on Zoom!  All presentation titles 
and their abstracts are listed on the final pages of this newsletter. 

The Banquet and Auction

The beautiful Allegheny Grill, overlooking the river, was our banquet venue.  There were 41 
people in attendance. 
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Following our meal, Ken Burkett gave the keynote address on the Western Pennsylvania 
Petroglyph Project which he carried out with Brian Fritz, using a Keystone Preservation Grant. 
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The delicious meal was followed with cake for dessert.  The baker decorated the full-sized 
sheet cake to represent water (the blue icing), dirt (the chocolate icing), and rocks (crushed 
Oreo cookies!). The Parkers Landing Puma sat in the center.

The Live Auction!

Following dessert, we geared up for the Live Auction, always hilarious with our auctioneer, Jim 
Duncan, at the helm. 

Nancy Bryant and Noah Yawn assisted.  We had a table filled with an eclectic assortment of 
donated items including books, T-shirts, bags of wild rice, bottles of liquor, beautiful jewelry, 
impressive artwork, coffee mugs, a khaki jacket, CDs, and much more! 
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Our thanks go to Jim Duncan for calling the auction, to Nancy Bryant and Noah Yawn who 
assisted him, and to all the attendees who brought and/or purchased items to bring in over 
$500 for ESRARA! 

We thank everyone for attending and contributing in various ways to our 
Pennsylvania conference.  We hope you all had a grand time! 

SEE YOU IN OHIO in 2026!

THE ESRARA BOARD

Dr. Denise Smith, President, Nancy Bryant, Vice President, Dr. Carol Diaz-Granados, 
Secretary/Treasurer, Kenneth Burkett, Board Member, Paul Nevin, Board Member

And our Members-at-Large:  Herman Bender (Wisconsin) and Peter Anick (Massachusetts)

(photos courtesy of Philip Newell, Nancy Bryant, and Carol Diaz-Granados)

 

TITLES AND ABSTRACTS FOLLOW
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